
Understanding Printers and Printer Connections to Computers:

Printers are peripheral devices that connect to a main computer system via some type of physical cable 
or wireless signal.  In addition all printers need to have driver software (special instructions) for the 
Operating system of the computer in order for the Operating System and the Printer to communicate 
via the cable or the wireless connections.  

Sometimes Driver software is included on the installation CDs or DVDs that come with your printer.  
Sometimes these must be obtained by visiting the printer manufacturer's WEBsite and finding the 
Support section and the Drivers and Downloads section of the site in order to download the driver files 
to your computer.  

The Driver files are specific to your computer's operating system so you must choose the appropriate 
operating system before downloading a driver file.  Once the file is downloaded you will be able to 
install it simply by choosing it from your Downloaded files list in your browser, or from the folder or 
driver where you saved it during the download.  One very important note:  never connect a USB 
peripheral to your computer prior to installing its driver file.  USB devices always require the driver 
files be installed before actually connecting your USB peripheral device.  

Windows, Mac, and Linux Systems all use different drivers as do iOS and Android devices.  Likewise 
the installation procedures for those different operating systems may be different.  

Rather than try to explain all the different procedures it is better for you to contact me if you have 
questions about how to load drivers for a specific printer you want to use in the classroom, or on the 
network.

Your computer must have drivers for each printer you wish to use, whether wired or wireless.  It is 
possible that you could have four to six different printer drivers installed on your computer depending 
on how many printers you wish to use.  In a networked environment you only need to have drivers for 
the specific different printers that you want to use.  If there is more than one of a specific type of printer
on the network, you only need to have the driver file installed once.

You select printers from the Drop Down List in your Print Dialog Box in any of your application 
programs.  Simply click the Triangular Drop Down List button on the right side of the Printer Name 
box and select the printer you wish to use.  NOTE:  Most operating systems will continue to use the 
printer you select unless you have another printer set as your “Default” or primary printer choice.

You can test to make sure you have connection to a printer, by Right Clicking on a Printer Icon or 
Name and then looking for the “Properties” item in the quick menu list.  Usually when you click on the
Properties item in the Menu List, you will see a dialog box that will have a button to print a “Test 
Page”.  This will allow you to check to see if you have connection to the printer, before you try to print 
other documents.  If you don't have a connection check to make sure you have the most recent driver 
program for the printer, and that the printer is turned on.

A GENERAL NOTE ABOUT DRIVER FILES:

Driver files are required for most peripheral devices that you want to attach to your computer.  These 
can include digital cameras and scanners, printer, monitors, mice, keyboards, etc.  


